[Atrial electrophysiologic properties in paroxysmal atrial fibrillation. Study conducted with the stimulation of 5 atrial sites].
Programmed atrial stimulation at five atrial sites was performed to evaluate electrophysiologic atrial properties in 17 control patients (14 M, 3F, mean age 61 +/- 9 years) (Group A) and in 18 patients with paroxysmal atrial fibrillation (13 M, 5 F, mean age 61 +/- 5 years) (Group B) with normal sinus node function. The mean value of the P wave duration was similar in both groups. Programmed atrial stimulation was performed at five atrial sites: high, medium and low lateral wall, and high and low medial wall. We evaluated the following parameters: A) local conduction delay measured at the functional refractory period as the difference between A1-A2 and S1-S2 intervals; B) widening of local electrogram measured at the functional refractory period as the difference between A1-A2 interval measured at the end of each local electrogram and A1-A2 interval measured at the beginning of each local electrogram. We evaluated the mean and the maximum value of the two above-mentioned parameters; C) dispersion of effective refractory period and functional refractory period, determined as the longest minus the shortest refractory period from the range of refractory periods measured in each patient; D) the mean of effective refractory periods and functional refractory periods observed at five atrial sites. Mean and maximum local conduction delay, mean effective and functional refractory periods did not present significant differences in both groups.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)